- City Tree Protection Cﬂmpany 8. roots really
 do run deep. :

when-Cleveland was- known as The Forest
. .\-J.W "

ther, stilly

;serve Umversnty, found WOI‘ ¢
caring for trees ailong‘Euc_lxdh V

H.auren Ii.aamphear standmg on the pmperty he knows so Weﬂ e the-‘lﬂo—year-old F
mehear prew up on the jpropar i h

1t may sound like a bad pun, but'the 'Forest

‘This year marls the Nﬂth anmversary of:
the company, 1884 South Greeq Road in-Soiith
Euclid, whose origing g9 back to'the; tim

The Davey and Lanphear farmhes had a h1s-
tory: When the Daveys settled in the 18705 in,
: W arren "Chio, they sta jEd in the home of thelr

Those orngms actually go back.ahttl > furs

It Was ig the summer of 1902 that W11 4




" From AT

_surgery, Davey asked the
minister”s son; Will Lanphear,
if he-wanted to.do some. sum:
mer work while college Was 1n
recess.

him if he wanted.
Tarrytown, N.
grandfather would hav= had
to move there” said Lan-
"phear’s grandson and the
business's current propiietor,
‘Lauren- Lanphear “He
~wanfed o stay i Cleveland;
-and he ‘ended up startmg thts
'busness ‘

i Weﬂﬂ-versed in

. company's history:
‘Today, Forest City Tree
-Protectioii. Co, employees ¢an

_omﬂm

Work includés piining for
ation of ‘cabling and bracing
frees that may be in the way
. of constrefion of huildings or
| parking lots, or-battling

against freé. drseases )
Thiere is gthier work.as well,

to remove.
After 1l:s C]eveland start

eity of Cleveland Heights in
"1914, a job it held until 1968
department te. do the work.
Euclid in 1918, where Will

‘Langhear had a large home‘
| built. -

house n;ow-serves.fas-heme to
Laured Lanphear and 'his

‘redsed two children there.
L.auren Lanphear is éx-

‘family’s, and. therefore the

Yarious dates and figure$ at

be found throughout the ared’
clemg a variety of work. That -

-Farest City Tree Protectmn‘
became the forester for the

* 'went back to wh
- 415 acres. (His grandfathe'
"land wé have now int

1930s. It was.the Great De- :

- “Tohn Dravey then asked - pression and he: ‘bought it

S bat. my -

" tree health and safety, install-

hardware to keep split trees’
stardy, working to preserve

but &g Laiirep’ La.uphear sa1d3 ‘
“We focus on preserving tiees:
rather. tharrlnekmg for treesr

when the city, formiad its oin.

The business moved to.South’

He lived in the home unt!l"_‘
tiis de‘ath in 1966, and the.

wife, Susan, Together; they .

ttemely ‘well-versed in his -

‘business’s history, recalliis

; “The. emgma !

the businéss's:property’:
Temblethurst (Road):

bought most of the: rest of the

piece of land |
2. was jist 60 feet wide, and”.
~ 1,000 fast ‘deep;™, he.sald af-

thropgh tax sales! :
“They were supposecl to put

in a development here calied -

'Belvoir Gardens; and it was [ ™
supposed td. be 4l Enghsh Tu- RE
dors, but that didn’t’ happen‘
because of the Depression,” * -

Daring the Depression]the
founding, Lanphear. ci¢ated -

buginess;in any way he could
In additign to arborist work;

" Christmas trées and firewood -

were sold at Forest City, .~ "
 Laniphear family ©

the business. is located ‘has

been synonymous with the-
Lanphear famliy for the past- ‘

century. -

were raised in-a home fo the

'intertwined with business i
The property upon whrch '

Lauren.and lus two srblmgs, |

reéar-of the property ‘Hig fa- o
ther, Will, LI begkme presi- | |

dentupen the t‘oundmg Lan-
pheat’s death, while Lauren’s
umele, John; was board chair-
‘fian.until his retirement due
to health reasons in'1975. -
. Laifen's mother, Joan Lie-.
benhauer. Lanphear, also-a

Westérn Réserve graduate,
"alsoc worked® at the business.

Wik, 11T anid Jean'LanphEar

apart.

“At one pumt iy fathef,

mother, mother-in- law, uncle
and my wife all worked here,”

'

.both died in 20001 stx weeks )

Lauren Lanpheat said. “I '

uséd to say-that Ihad to go-

home-to get away frum my
fﬁmﬂ}f ” .

Althougl:l he kad two sib-
linigs, Lauren was the one who

had the interest and desire to.

keep t]}e fam:ly busmess

going.
“T took a year off after I

graduated from Brush (Hrgh-

School in 1674) and betore
going to college,” he said.
"During that year, I got to

havmg moved tu the u:lty in 1918

work more wﬂh my father a.nd

€0 with him tg conferenceSj

and learn more about the

business. That's when'l de-
- cided | wanted to'do this.
Lanphear went on to eart a R

degree from leam College
with a double major it botany
and rehgmn He told people ‘at

the.time of his' majdrs, “T

“work with that which on]y

- God can make.”

* Several mnovatuoras
There have been several in-

fovations in the'business over ;
the years. In the first partof .
" power equipment, madé. by

.the-20th- ¢entury, man-pow-

ered saws were used to cut

dimbs, and. horses uullzed to

draglogs
~ “When my grandfather

:  JEFRPIGRCOWSKI/SUN NEWS‘
Furest City Tree Protection Co has become a Iandmarlt in Sonth Euclld, .

was no such thing as-brush:
chippers or.a chain saw. My .

father saw his first chain saws:
during World War TI because - -
the Gerinans 1nventec[ them. -

. When he got hortie, hé teld oy .
,grandfather that ke had to

ook into them T
‘Today, ‘Forest Clty has on
its property a'retail stipp that

. gells mainly to professionals

in the forésiry bisiness. The. |

Lanphear Supply Division

was fmmed in'the 1950s and
today. continues to sell Stihi

.the German-based company.

+ In addition; in 1979, the '

. company formed an offshioot
called Chim,-Chim:'Cher-ee

clirh ing £o. g'reat heights, thus.
there'is
strength {0 operate machmery
when one cllmbs those

dependmg on the time of year
“Four of us are cerfifiéd ar--
orists by the International
Socnety of Arbartculture,”
‘Lanphearsaid;

- At'the same time, Lanphear
hasa substantlal list-of pru-
3sional awards dhd’inem!
bersh1p assocratmns tto hrs

- ‘credit.

The father of, two grnwn
chlldren, Lanphear becatne
the ‘company’s presrdent in
1993; 10 years after: his.fa-
ther’s retlremeut He had bex

eed for balance, s

come vice presment and a
shareholder: /1980.

The fjnal 'chapter"
H ch:ldren have gone on

S Ty to work in gther buginesses,
-st'a'rted the business,. ‘there’

‘neaning itis not known What
Wlll héppen with the company.,
when' Lauref- Lanphear de-
cy:les to-entér into retirément.”
"Who know 7 he said, “T'm

quarter century into. {continy-
Hing, the busiriess). It would be
great if semebody else wanted |
- to da it, but ot just to do it. 1

would. rather have somebody
-wh realli wants to,dodt” .

- With busingss going. wel!
Lanphear is happy to have. the

link with his past, both: pet-
sona] and professional, nahve
dnhismind, - .

“My grandfather’ d1ed when
‘T was-kind of young, biat 1'still
femember hiim,* Lanphear
said. #I remember when he
used to burn brush ‘in the

50 this time: 01
ourse, idn’t know. abont
hurtmg the:envireiment then

“and we do things. today in. an
: env1ronmenta11y frtendly

\y
-After 100 years the process
is d1fferent birt the work re-
mams



