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Startmg Aprll 1 trafflc Iaw vnolators can also be tlcketed for sendmg texts, usmg hand heId ceII phone

By Jeff Piorkowski
. jpiorkowski@sunnews.com

 SOUTH EUCLID — If a motorist in
- South Euclid is driving a car while
text messaging or using hands to talk
oti a cell phone, that person will be
subject 12 « citation after April I.
‘The’ same goes if that moterist is op-
© erating a computer whilc driving.

“This is meant to stnp anything that -

- could take the _dr_wel_* s attention _from

- the road,” said South Euclid- Pohoe':'
* Chief Kevin Nictert Monday after City

Council voted, 7-0, in favor of the Ol'dl-
nance.

Nietert said these 1}legal dCtl()H‘;
will be secondary offenses, meaning

officers will not stop and ticket driv--

ers if they are caught talking on 4 ccll
phone or text messaging. But, drivers

‘_wﬂl be ticketed if they are found in of-

_fense of another traffic law, and tick-

eted agam f01: usmg the eleotl onic de-

: VILBS

“Nietert, who acknowledged in the

past couple of months-as counéil dis-
. " cusséd the matter in its Safety Com-

mittee that nabbing- offenders woild
be difficult, had an idea on how sueh
motorists mlght be caught. .+ .. -
When asked how-one might be tick-
etod for the seCOndary offenge, he
edld “I sae officers enforcmg this

-wl1en a-driver is. 1mped1ng the flow of -

t1 affic.

" ewe've all Been ‘behind drivers who

are distracted because they're using a

cell. phone or wrltlng a text message

“They drive slower.”

Nietert sald a drlver may even be

traveling above the minimum speed = -

and still iripede traffic by not: ohang-

ing from the left hand lane to allow

another to.pass.
As a.fourth- degree mxsdemeauor
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. the first offense will result in

“a-$100 fme and ‘a second of-
fensg, a fine of $250. That fine -

.increases to $500 for' three or .
- moré offenses. The maximum-

jail sentence will be 30 ,days_”
South Euclid joins Brooklyn -

_and North Olmsted ds area -

cities that have banned both

text messaging and cell. phone |

use (when it'_reqtii_x_fes_ the use
of a hand), and.is the first to :
pass such leglslatmn banning

‘both (as well- as. computer

' se) ‘at one time.

N The leglslatlon Was re- |

" quested by new. Counoll Pre51- oo - :
A ~ vices have “caused aceidents -

dent Davld M111er

A computer accordmg to:

the definition.contained.in the -
ordmanee _means a “portable,
electromc device capable of

~transm1tt1ng and/or recewmg

data v

The tie before April 1 will
be put to good use by the c1ty, .

- eccordmg to Miller.

P

* “Fliat will be used-as an ed-
ucatlonal period,” Miller said. .
“We'll let people know: about

‘the law in various, ways —0n .
‘the city Web site;on the Up- -
date:(the cify newsletter
‘mailed to'homies); and in other
ways that we can think of.>

- Until April 1, vlola’tmg mo-
torists will receive a warning,

. “There are a number of
statés that-have passed simi-
lar laws,” said Ward.3 -Coun-
cilman Ed Icove, “but, unfor- .
tunately, Ohic ISn’t one of; j
them.” - .

" Ward 2 Counc1lman Moe
Ror_neo said the electronic de-

and loss of life. Our council is -
in the forefront of this be- .
cause'it’s the rlght thmg to '
do »n v




