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Grande s owner wants to-.

“reach out to community’

By Jeff Piorkowski
Jpiorkowski@sunnews.com

Stephen Draviain said he

' ants the business over which
he just took ownership, Gran-

de’s Italian Restaurant, to be

- a-part of the 7t,0mmu111t3,r and

he isn’t just talking: _
That community could

| mean the area surrounding

the restaurant, 4279 Mayfield

Road in South Euclid, or.it-

‘could mean the W orld commp- i Sunday It’s something to give

‘back.

nity.

“With out, new. Suuday buf- )

fet we just starred {Ia1. 31),
we raised about 5900-forthe

_people in Haiti,’ i Dravmm

said of 'rhe earthquake rav-

'aged country. “We’ gave all of
. our proceeds Our waitresses

New SE restaurateur raises funds for Haitian -
- victims; looking to __ass_is-t 'lo'cal organization_s |

even gave their t1ps

As for the 1mmed1ate area
he said, “We want to reach out
to the community, to the
schools, if people are willing.

We can give free pizzas to stu- -

dents who are doing well.

“If people want to contact
us about-holding fund-raisers
for a good cause, they can use
our restaurant. We serve at
the City Mission every second

A natlue of India, Draviam
-.'15 Gperating his first restau-
rant-aftér, having worked for

U.S. Customs as-a house bro-

"ker. He left that job 12 years

ago and worked as an im-
See GRANDE'S, A12
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Stephen Draviam, new owner of Grande's Halian Restaurant. and his néw -

LY .':\I, s 4 NFWS

friend, a chef mascok! that greets patrons as they enter the ch mng area.




GRANDE’S

From Al

‘he said, noting his ethntc
background “I'm
but I've lived in th1s1country

to eat.™

quality of the food in order,
| Draviam retained the services

porter of foods from around =8
. the world. - .
“I wasn’t looking for an
Italian restaurant, but I-
wanted to own a restaurant,”

ot Italian,

for 32 years and it is a favor- :
ite (style of culslne) that I hke '

To keep the conttnmty and\'

“rant has closed, serving

drlnks and appetlzers until 2
amovio . E
The dlnlng area seats 80

® - and Drawam is hoping it will
- be full, particularly for those
newly instituted Sunday buf-
wil fets, open from 11: 30 a.m. to 3
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Of head chef Chrissy Lake 0f The restaurant has been at its current location at Mayfield Road and
South Belvoir Boulevard for a cuuple of decades but as of December, rt is

South Euclid. Lake has served
up dishes at the' Grande fm

| the past' four, years ‘She is as-
| sisted by another South Eu-
clid res1dent Regma]d Rober
 SOIL.

Lake sald the menu s stal-

‘.u. arfs remain from the past
.| ownership. They mc]ude_ veal

grande (veal with artichokes

| _and mushreooms in a white

wine sauce), fetuccine al-
fredo, chicken Marsala and
|ch'cken picatta. - . -

A new favorite-is spaghetu

'r:FF P[ORKOWSK[/SUN INEYS . ‘Vlﬂ']. Jumbo meatba]ls

'Chrlssy Lake, the head chef at Grande" s Italian’ Restaurant, holds two of
the eatery’s mostpopular dlshes, alfredu and shrunp, and Veal Grande.

T “We make our own home-’

L

made sauce and our’ own

under the ownership of Stephen Dra\uam. :

meatballs,’ Dlanam sa1d
“The sauce is tomato and
meat flavored.”

Draviam, of Chester, sa1d
this movement to homémade
is something new thh his
ownership. T

“Even our: desserts are
made at homie — our eheese-
cake and Tiramasu.”

““Our eggplant: is 'horne-.

made too ” Lake said. “It’
fresh not frozen and we cut it
and bread 1t “ o

Grande s has ‘a fully
stocked bar in front that re-

' malns open after the restau~

lhe buffet features a menu
with over 20 items, from
scrambled egps “and. 11nk sau-
sages, to eggplant parmesan

o The cost is §13.99 for adults,
. and $7. 99 for chﬂdren under
B[ A ,

The d1n1ng sectlon is open"‘
every day: from 4:10 p.m.

Takmg over a restaurant
business in. the current econ-
omy.is no easy. task While
Draviam is reachmg out to the
commumty, he is hoping the
community ‘will ,eagerl_y ac-
t:ept the food his eatery offers.



