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Cleveland State Umversaty awards Jean Flsner its Presidential
Medal for taking more than 100 classes. over the last 28 years

By Jeff Piorkowski
Jpiorkowski@sunnews.com

For Jean Elsner, learning
has been a lifelong pursuit.

And in Elsner's case, that
life reached 90 years on Dec.
4, -

For the past 28 years,
Elsner has eagerly taken part
in Project 60, which allows
people 60 and over to attend
classes in public colleges and
universities without receiving
credits, at no cost.

As a result, her chosen
school, Cleveland State Uni-
versity, bestowed upon Elsner
the Presidential Medal Sun-
day, commemorating the fact
the more than 100 classes she
has taken at CSU are more

than anyone else. It is also in-

appreciation for her constant
lesire to learn.

Since CSU’s founding, less
‘han 10 people have won the
iward. -

‘The award was given dur-

ing CSW’s fall graduation cer-

emony. In attendance were
more than 50 family members
and friends, including her
three sons, all of whom live
out of state.

In addition to taking two or
three classes pér semester,
Elsner works at getting to
school by walking from her
Stillmore Road home to Cedar
Road, where she catches a bus
downtown,

“I have to get to the bus
stop early, by 7:10 every
morning,” she said. “I get to
school by 8:10, but my first

_class isn’t until 10. So, I spend

the time every day doing the
New York Times crossword
puzzle.”

Said Elsner’s son, David,

senior digital editor at the

Chicago Tribune, “Every Sun-
day morning, we do the New
York Times crosswaord puzzle
together over the phone.”

David Elsner calls his
mother, “One of the smartest
people I have ever known.”

Her sons credit Elsner with
reading to them, and teaching
them to read at a pre-school
age. She even taught David,
61, phonics before he went to
school

About a year ago, her sons
attempted to pay back the
life’s path of learning their

mother started them upon by _

contacting CSU about having
Jean honored with an hon-
orary degres. The school has

issued about 150 of those, so -

receiving the Presidential

- Medal put their mother in an

even more exclusive club.

A Jolin Adams High School'
graduate, Elsner was raised -
.off Kinsman Road in Cleve- -

land by Russian-born parents.
“It was always, ‘When you
go-to college,’ not ‘if,"” Jean

Elsper said of her parents’

words fo Her as she was
raised.
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Jean Elsner wears a sweatshirt proclaiming a beliaf by which she lives. Elsner's thirst for knowledge began as a
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“Ohio Unrvers1ty, graduating
magna cum laude four: years

: degree .and with an. Eye to-

| worker, S
“In order to- go to college

back at $10 et month, -

make 8]
'(Durmg her,semor year of
"college) I worked with unem-
ployed- miners in southern

7 Elsner went ol tp se
'the WAC: (women § army) and
_‘the Soc1a1 Secur1ty Admini

'Cleveland Heights. She als
-wenton to marry husb
.Sldney, now deceased
was a Plain’ Deoler ed1t
_ 41 years '

Throughout 1t all, ,she co1

school in the sumnters, T

wards becommg a’ somaL

loan, which she. later pa1d_

- Of her intended. career, she'
said, =y decided I'wouldn’ T
iod social worker

‘0h1o They were 30 poor'_ I,,
o for .

-st1tute teacher for a whlle in

“When I was in elementary '

_-would go to the llbrary every'

In 1937. she enrolled at‘

day and get out two books
read them, take theém back the

-rnext day and get two more.”

later with a bachelor of arts

she helped pay. expenses by’; :
babysfttmg at'a pay rate. of 25"
cents per hour and. took out a:

She learned of Praject: 60

‘When'she was 62 aftet having
-recently been let-go from her
- last. offme _}Qb durmg the re
.. cessron of 1982

S1nce that t1me she has vo-
rac1ous1y sought to.learn, tak-

ing mostly classes: 1nvolv1ng

“history, soelology and anthro- -

: 3pology Elsner partlcularly
“enjoys: 20thcentury history

classes.
il | hved through Ed Iot of -

-that » she said. “I'try notto be

ebstreperous. I Iet the. (other

“students) answer the ques-

% .

“a letter frOm Roosevelt s as-_-

“fers on Elsner ’s’ behalf when

- nated: by the school’s b rd
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d1d get her letter :

,students thank me for takmg a '
_clags;”- Elsner said of her-in-
put. “Those ‘are'the. n
'thmgs tohedr” . -

trons S

Still, she sa1d she isan ag-
tlve part1c1pant in classes and:
does make the occasional |
comme nt on how thmgs were,

sistant. statmg the First Lady.g

Some of those p'rofes(sorsj
did not«hesxtate in writiig let-

they. learned she was. nomi-

gree seelung students 1n 50
many ways.” -

She has been a role model

for her 50ns, ag well I addi-

tion to Dav1d gon M1ohael 55

teaches socrology and crimi-
nology at. Northern Arlzona )
Umvermty 1n Flagstaff Arrz

Larry Elsner, _5_8, is dlre_etor- )
of two schools that educate .
autlstlc chlldren in Austm
Texas

- “We're proud of our mo'm
- that she’s gone to school for -
.28 years ‘and that she still
‘takeg the bus there. She’ svery
active,” sa1d Michael Elsner.

As for her' fr1ends Jean
- Elsner said, “They thlnk its _
great: What 1 do; bnt they..
won’t do 1t N

Stlll in, good health Elsner .

en plans to attend classes for as‘
long. as she.can. She also con-

tinues to read. daily, often

' f’ W1thout the ald of glasses

Of. her age, she sa1d “I'

o * know, 90'sounds: old butI L

don’t feel old'" W

In fact 1n‘stat1ng what
mlght be her life’ 5 phllosophy,
_Elsner sald “If you keep -
studymg, you stay young' »




