SE WI“ vote Monday to
ban textmg while drwmg

oneis drlvmg o
Following the leglslatwn 5
o expected passage, an “eduica-
JTi tional period” will go into ef— |
expected to voteiMonday, fect to make the public aware
i first. meetmg of the new . of the change,, That educatwn
year, ori"leglslatmn that would - period will last tintil. April 1. -
' ban text messaging, hand- ~ “We’ll post. signs at the'
" held cell phone use and ma- -main entrances of the city. to

-nipulating computers while B

]
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Iet people know the c1ty has
an ordmance against (toxt
messagmg and hand-held cell
phone ‘use),” said-Police. Chief -
Kevin N1etertt “We.can also
let people- know about it by .

* sending.them,an e-mail and -
by havmg (the mformatlon)
‘put.on the (m ssage): ‘board i in
“front {of . 1ty hall 1349 8.
‘Green Road).? -+ ™ "
The 'inforrnation- will also.be
,’mcluded in the city’s.qiar- :
update alled to

: resulents

.held its sécond meeting de-
voted to thé subject Dec. 28.
The committee unanimoisly
agreed to pass the legislatior,
requested, by Councilman at-
large David Miller, on to a full
counc11 vote Monday A

' “We re so drstracted by
technology it's'a’ danger to
have in our autonmiobiles;””
Miller said.-“We’re looking at-
_ what IS the health and safety
of our commumty v

“There are people readmg a

' ; book and drinking: coffeg”
while they’re: drwmg,” added”

Councﬂ Pre31clent Moe Romeo

wh1le drlvmg ' "", :

N1etert said v1olat10n of the
law ‘would be a pr1maryr of-

cell phone to the1r ‘ear or’ text-
'ing. That' makes it unl}ke the
sedt belt law, in wliich offi-
‘cerg cannot stop ‘motorists. for

" not Wearlng seat belts; bt can .
tack on'a. charge for not using "

them:if a motorist is ‘stopped

for anothier, primary offénse, -

- “This would not be anordis’
y ..
" Council’s Safety Comm1ttee nance We would make a prior-’

'they wer' not paymg attention
* amid committes d1scussron as
tothe ‘many: thmgs people do
-}_'pulhng over the dr:ver oo

‘computers and text messaging:

buSmess calls for such use. 7

1ty’,’l"Ni,eteffssaid' Bnt;__the_

chief said if someone were .
holdmg up trafflc because.

whilé talking on a:cell-phione,
“then I could see an.officer

T'h'e:"ord1nance can. have

- amendments added to it in or-
fense, meanmg drivers ¢ould -

‘be stopped'if seen’ holdmg ar

to: mclude banning addi-
al communications; de-
viceés in future years as'
technology advances '

The leglslauon will allow
offlcers to use, “cell phones

tile"driving only if-official |




