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South Euclid Councilman
Ed Icove called it “serendipi-
tous.”

Icove was en route to the
1996 Democratic National
Convention in Chicago as a
delegate when he noticed a
woman, wearing a press
badge, sitting across the aisle
from him on the plane.

They started chatting and
soon realized they knew each
other. She was Ellen Ratner,
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Ellen Ratner, tenter. bureau chief for the Talk Radio News Service,
returned to Cleveland seven years ago to celebrate her 50th birthday
with Ed and Mary Icove. Ratner and Ed Icove, childhood friends in Shaker
Heights, will cover the Democratic National Convention next week in
Denver for the TRNS.

bureau chief and White
House correspondent for the
Talk Radio News Service, who
was on her way to cover the
convention.

“We were (each other’s)
first boyfriend and girlfriend,
from fourth through sixth
grade, at Onaway Elementary
School in Shaker Heights,”
Icove said. “We gave each
other big hugs.”

Thanks to that chance
meeting, Icove is headed for
this year's Democratic Con-
vention Monday through Aug.
28 in Denver — but this time,

as a correspondent for the
Talk Radio News Service.

Icove, his wife, Mary, and
Ratner spent time together at
the 1996 convention and had
“a wonderful time together,”
he said.

“We renewed our friend-
ship and have kept in touch
ever since,” Icove said.

Ratner said her friendship
with Icove dates back to third
grade. She said she had been
thinking about him for
months prior to their chance
encounter on the plane.

See FRIENDS, A3
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At next week’s convention,.
Icove will do intetviews for
TRNS; and:will also act-as host
for some radio stations-across
the country, Ratnersaid.. -
“We drop into syndicated
and local radio stations across
tthﬂthl},f\’ﬁheﬁgqi;}, L
Ratner-said TRNS is heard
on more than 300 stations na-
tionwide, but ghe was not sure
which Ohio stations would
pick up:the TRNS broadcasts
from the convention. *
Icove said his i
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‘ his interviews
will primarily focus:on the
Ohio.;gg:}egggpn,.“because of
the importance of thé state-of
Ohio” in the November elec-
tion. Mary Icove. will also'as-
sist with interviews, he said.
i*f‘l’m‘;ex,t‘remely‘ excited
about this year’s convention,”
Icqve‘said."‘Not onlyisita
historic event, but T'll get to |
spend some quality time with
Ellen, and it's an opportunity ’
to talk to various Democratic
officials.” B
_Rather, also a news analyst
on the Fox News Channel, has
covered the Democratic and
Republican national conven-
tions for each presidential
race since 1996. o
“This will be my. fourth (set:
of conventions); and they're
exhausting,” she said. “But if
you're a political junkie at all,
yqu.can’t miss this ope...
«With no incumbent run-
ning, it's wide open. Our
country is at a very exciting
ﬁme-” . »
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O ke Ohio out of the girl,

 resident (6 Ohio), but T am an

\RLIALS mn P
Ratner.diyides lier time
tween those cltiés. . ° -
VAt the conventios, the
Democratic Part “will' offi-
cially choose Sen. Barack
Obamar,le-llii'hbis‘_;fto‘mn
against Sen: John McCain; R+
Arizona, for-president-this
fan; S _.A:_'.“ 't:t.’ g
Ratner predictsa ‘hard-
fought battle between Obama
and McCain. . e
«] think Obama will pull out

Ohio reside:
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got to talk to )
living on the edge in Ohio or
who have lost their-jobs. He’s
got to get people out of the

‘house to7yote: on.Election . couldn’t have received a finer

pay” .o U . e QUBABON, T R

Icove. said Obama hasa vi fPolitics, civics and civil
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she said. “But he has.
people who-are .
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~- Although ‘she grew up in- iy

Shiker Heights, Ratner did

not.graduate ijﬁiiiﬁSHak'er: |
Hel‘g’ht’é‘Hig’h'Schddl‘. as she U
moved to Tennessee whilein 2= o p-.|
high school.~ . portunity for me;DYAAELE |
“But she proudly noted that and listening to:other 8

her class — the SHHS class of
1969 — includes Icove, Ohio

it: Gov. Lee Fisher and US:

District Judge Dan Polster.
«I.don’t think it’s-any-acci>
dent-that the four: of'us came

out of the same school system,.

the same year,” she said. “We

B ar, Bruce, and Wil tetarn, SE2
-and first cousins.Albert and ‘
‘Charles are
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