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REGULAR MEETING OF SOUTH EUCLID CITY COUNCIL 

 
 

Council President Miller called the meeting to order and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 

Roll Call. 
Present: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Councilwoman Jane 
Goodman, Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Council President Pro Tem Icove, Councilman Moe  
Romeo, Council President David Miller. 

 
Opening Meeting of Council: 
President Miller called the Open Meeting of Council to order and invited the audience to address Council: 

• Robert Frey, 1299 South Green Road, thanked Councilpersons Gray and Icove for proposing the 
minimum staffing ordinance and stated that the Mayor always talks about the state cuts but fails to 
mention the enormous debt accumulates as a result of the Cedar Center fiasco. Mr. Frey thanked 
Councilman Fiorelli for making sure the residents have a chance to vote on this and stated that 
Councilman Gelfand is wrong when he said a tax increase would not be a hardship and is tired of 
having his pockets raided every two years. 

• Ray Rhode, 1543 Laclede reported on the Hillcrest Concert Band Concert this coming Sunday at 
Notre Dame College at 7 pm. 

• George Cifra, 1053 Avondale, stated that the income tax levy is the way to go, especially with the 
increased taxes from Walmart and other retailers opening. 

• Kathy Pasquale, 4064 Princeton Blvd, reported of lots of youth problems on Princeton and that she 
does not feel safe and asked the Mayor to reconsider the layoffs of safety forces. 

• Sue Howe, 1491 Felton, stated that she has lived in South Euclid for 56 years and seen a lot of 
changes but is appalled that the City is going to cut the safety forces and without them the city will 
deteriorate and that other cuts in personnel should be made. 

• Jodi Kogovsek, 3777 Tamalga Drive, stated she has lived in South Euclid for 46 years and is 
disappointed with members of Council for not coming up with a solution and that cutting safety 
forces is not good and how will other communities respond regarding mutual aid. 

• Marie Smythe, 993 Argonne Road, stated that she was representing several neighbors and does 
not want the safety forces cuts and detailed a personal experience when they needed Fire and 
EMS.  

• Mike Heltzel, 1568 Sheridan Road, expressed his gratitude for an incident when he needed the fire 
department and stated that he made a big investment by buying a home 11 years ago and it hasn’t 
paid off yet and he is disappointed. Mr. Heltzel stated that no matter what the State, Federal or 
County does, local officials have hard jobs in deciding what’s going to be cut but we need to keep 
Safety Forces intact and fill our homes with decent earners to increase taxes and revenues. 

• William Mclaughen, 4286 Elmwood Road discussed what the City of Cleveland went through safety 
and personnel cuts 10 years ago when he was working for Cleveland and that the Local 
Government Fund cuts now go to the State’s rainy day fund and that’s where South Euclid’s money 
should go and stated that the City has lived well past its means and now the chickens have come 
to roost so cut if necessary. 

• Maureen Bihn, 25754 Hidden Acres Drive in Westlake, reported an experience with the South 
Euclid Fire Department when she was a student at Notre Dame College and their was a fire and 
that she will make herself available to help and call the Governors office regarding the cuts. 

• Yakov Lieber, 4242 Hinsdale, stated that there is simply no financial justification for laying off 
safety forces in 2013 and stated that the Mayor should rescind the layoff notice, that the 
administration and unions meet weekly and that a safety ley should be placed on the ballot to let 
the residents decide what safety forces they want. 

• Linda Pagon, 684 Parkside Blvd, stated that the city has been going through financial difficulties as 
evidenced with the furlough days and the State is protecting the wealthy and that the opening of 
Walmart will see an increase in the need for safety forces and that an Income Tax Levy is the way 
to go. 

 
Legislation Requested by City Council 
Introduced by Miller        Resolution 37-13 

RESOLUTION 
Declaring the necessity to levy an additional tax outside of the ten mill limitation for the purpose of providing 
funds for the general provision of police, fire and other safety services in the City; and declaring an 
emergency. First Reading. 
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Following discussion, Action: Motion to Approve Legislation, Moved by Council President David Miller, 
Seconded by Councilman Marty Gelfand. 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Councilwoman Jane Goodman, 
Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Council President Pro Tem Icove, Councilman Moe Romeo, Council President 
David Miller. 
The legislation has passed. 

 
Report of Council Committees: 
 
Committee of the Whole 
Councilman Icove updated Council on the Special Meeting held last Monday and the discussions regarding 
Ordinance 08-13 and minimum staffing and that the proponents of the legislation are willing to remove it if 
the Mayor rescinds the layoff notice. Mr. Icove also discussed the development of a long-term economic 
plan. Mr. Icove discussed the Safety Levy legislation and the amendments made to the legislation at the 
Special Meeting. 
 
Council President Miller stated that the Safety Levy legislation will come before Council at the first meeting 
in July as amended and that it would be a three-year levy and raise approximately $1.1 million a year. 
 
Zoning & Planning Committee 
Introduced by Miller        Ordinance 02-13 

ORDINANCE 
ENACTING NEW SECTION 770.35 (A) OF CHAPTER 770 “SIGN REGULATIONS” OF PART SEVEN 
“THE PLANNING & ZONING CODE” OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SOUTH 
EUCLID, OHIO. THIRD READING.  
MOTION TO AMEND 
Action: Motion to Amend Legislation to correct the code section to 770.41 (a), Moved by Council  
President Pro Tem Icove, Seconded by Councilman Moe Romeo. 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Councilwoman Jane Goodman, 

Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Council President Pro Tem Icove, Councilman Moe Romeo, Council 
President David Miller. 

The legislation has been amended. 
 
MOTION TO AMEND 
Action: Motion to amend legislation regarding the necessary approval of the Planning Commission Moved 

by Council President Pro Tem Icove, Seconded by Councilwoman Jane Goodman. 
Following discussion, Vote: Motion passed (summary: Yes = 6, No = 1, Abstain = 0). 
Yes: Councilman Marty Gelfand, Councilwoman Jane Goodman, Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Council 

President Pro Tem Icove, Councilman Moe Romeo, Council President David Miller. 
No: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli. 
The Legislation has been amended. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE AS AMENDED 
Action: Motion to Approve Legislation, Moved by Council President Pro Tem Icove, Seconded by 

Councilwoman Jane Goodman. 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Councilwoman Jane Goodman, 

Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Council President Pro Tem Icove, Councilman Moe Romeo, Council 
President David Miller. 

The legislation has been approved. 
 

Mayor’s Report: 
• Mayor Welo gave an update for Engineer Blackley on the 2013 Road Repair Program and reported 

on House Bill 5 and efforts by Mayor’s to make the proposed changes to Income Tax laws. Mayor 
Welo also discussed a Fair Lending Conference in which Councilman Gelfand served as a 
moderator. 

• Fire Chief Huston thanked all those who have congratulated him on his upcoming retirement and 
that this is his last Council Meeting and reported on two fires over the weekend. 

• Director Benjamin reported on Fair Housing training and initiatives he is coordinating with the 
Housing and Advocacy Center and their Executive Director Hilary Mason King. 
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Legislation Requested by the Administration 
 
Introduced by Miller        Resolution 35-13 

RESOLUTION 
ADOPTING THE FISCAL BUDGET FOR THE YEAR BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2014. FIRST READING. 
Action: Motion to Approve Legislation, Moved by Councilman Moe Romeo, Seconded by Council 
President David Miller. 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Councilwoman Jane Goodman, 
Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Council President Pro Tem Icove, Councilman Moe Romeo, Council President 
David Miller. 
The Legislation has passed. 

 
Introduced by Miller        Resolution 36-13 

RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM SERVICE 
AGREEMENT WITH THE NORTHEAST OHIO REGIONAL SEWER DISTRICT FOR IMPLEMENTATION 
OF ITS REGIONAL STORMWATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM. FIRST READING. 
Following discussion the legislation was placed on First Reading for review and discussion by the Utilities 
Committee. 

 
Law Director’s Report 
No report 

 
Letters & Communications 

• Council President Miller asked that Councilpersons Goodman, Gelfand and Romeo work with 
Director Benjamin regarding the development of an economic plan. 

• Councilperson Goodman thanked Sally Martin and Dan Subwick for their efforts with the Victory 
Garden and also thanked the Eagle Scout who has taken the project for his leadership badge.\ 

• Councilperson Gray stated that South Euclid is a great community that has scene suffering from 
the housing crisis and more families in need and that to lose the safety forces would be detrimental 
to the community as it is the foundation. Councilperson Gray asked the Mayor to not move forward 
with the layoffs pending the outcome of a ballot issue and thanked the Safety Forces for all that 
they do to serve and protect the community. 

• Councilperson Gelfand also reported on the Fair Lending Conference, in which he served as a 
moderator and gave an update on the TeMPO efforts to find a replacement for the Library at the 
Telling Mansion. 

• Councilperson Fiorelli discussed the monthly Recycling numbers which continue to save the City 
approximately $25-30,000 a month. 

• Councilperson Icove discussed the scheduling of a public hearing regarding Ordinance 42-12 
regarding signs at Cedar Center and the recommendation from the Planning Commission. 

• Council President Miller reported on activities of the South Euclid Lyndhurst Schools. Council 
President Miller recognized and thanked Mayor Welo for her hard work and leadership in having to 
make the tough decisions and that she is recognized not just in South Euclid, but also regionally. 

 
Adjourn  
President Miller asked that Chief Huston, ceremoniously move for adjournment of the Council Meeting. 
Seconded by President Miller and Councilman Romeo.  
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Councilwoman Jane Goodman, 
Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Council President Pro Tem Icove, Councilman Moe Romeo, Council President 
David Miller. 
The Meeting adjourned at 9:55 pm 
 
 
   __________________ 
   Council President 
Attest: 
 
 
____________________ 
Clerk of Council 
 


