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SPECIAL MEETING OF SOUTH EUCLID CITY COUNCIL 
 
Council President Miller called the meeting to order and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 
Roll Call 
Present: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Council President Pro Tem Jane Goodman, 
Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Council President Pro Tem Icove, Council President David Miller. 
Absent: Councilman Moe Romeo. 

 
Approval of Minutes: May 12, 2014 & May 27, 2014 
Action: Motion to Approve Minutes, Moved by Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Seconded by Councilwoman Jane 
Goodman. 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Council President Pro Tem Jane Goodman, 
Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Councilman Ed Icove, Council President David Miller. 
Absent: Councilman Moe Romeo 
The Minutes have been approved. 

 
Special Presentation 
Certificates were presented honoring Boy Scout Troop 143 and Girl Scout Troop 70794. 

 
Prior to the Open Meeting of Council, President David Miller requested that Police Chief Kevin Nietert provide an 
update regarding the Bomb Threat which occurred as last week’s regular meeting was about to begin and resulted in 
the meeting’s postponement and issues that occurred at the Sacred Heart of Jesus Festival. Chief Nietert reported 
that there were no major issues at the Festival on Thursday and Sunday. However on Friday and Saturday there 
were 200-300 youth congregating on or near the festival site and some of them became disruptive and started fights. 
Mutual Aide was called to assist in controlling the situation and it took approximately two hours to disperse the crowd. 
The police are investigating the reports of shots filed. There were 12 youth arrested and only one was a South Euclid 
resident. The others were from neighboring communities and the cases involving youth will go through the County 
Juvenile Court and the City is petitioning the court for aggravated rioting, however the County Court did not issue 
those charges. The issue with the City Hall bomb threat is still under investigation. The threat came from the west 
side of Cleveland and was called in to Parma Police Dispatch who relayed the threat to South Euclid Police. 
Councilman Icove requested an update on the issue when the Parma police investigation is completed. 
 
Opening Meeting of Council: 
President Miller called the Open Meeting of Council to order and invited the audience to address Council: 

• Terri Dolan, 4153 Lambert, discussed the issue with youth at the Sacred Heart festival and stated that she 
was affected when large numbers of youths came through her neighborhood. Ms. Dolan thanked the Police 
and said they did an amazing job and thanked Mayor Welo for sending the police reports. Ms. Dolan 
questioned why the Festival was not shut down and allowed to stay opened. Council President Miller stated 
that he and the Mayor will be scheduling a meeting with Father Ireland to discuss the issues. 

• Larry Willey, 4534 Telhurst, thanked the Police Department for doing an admirable job with the youth issues 
at the festival and said that in his 34 years in the city he was very upset that large gangs of youth from 
outside South Euclid would destroy the longtime festival and that it is criminal. Mr. Willey stated that the 
justice system needs to step up. 

• Tammora Reid, 1735 Donwell Drive also spoke regarding the youth issues at the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Festival and stated that she appreciated the efforts of the Police Department and that during the festival she 
did not feel unsafe but feels bad for those that did. 

• Val Mikluscak, 4033 Bayard Road, also spoke about the issues at the Festival and subsequently in her 
neighborhood and thanked the Mayor for her efforts personally being out on the streets in her neighborhood 
that night and for the Police who were on her street within seconds of her calling regarding the mob of youth 
coming down her street. Ms. Mikluscak thanked the Chief and the Police who were well prepared and also 
thanked Director Benjamin who was also helping to manage the youth issues late that night. Ms. Mikluscak 
hoped that we won’t go through something similar again and is thankful that there were no major injuries or 
losses. 

• Marcus Woods, 1807 Warrensville Center Road, also addressed the Sacred Heart of Jesus Festival issues 
and thanked the Police Chief and asked if there are ways to prevent this from happening in the future. Mr. 
Woods stated that the Festival has a long history and should not be shut down but better secured. Mr. 
Woods stated that the Police Department was wonderful. 

• Dianne Mullally, 4455 Monticello Blvd, also addressed the Sacred Heart Festival issue and subsequent 
youth issues on Monticello Blvd and thanked the police for being there when she called. Ms. Mullally 
discussed upcoming retirements in the safety forces and asked what the plan is to ensure adequate staffing 
so the forces are not overworked or stressed. Mayor Welo reported that she is grateful for the $1.1 million 
that the residents are providing for the Safety Forces and that the Chief is working on an administrative plan 
and study looking at the best ways to provide and maintain services and balancing the need for additional 
personnel. Mayor Welo stated that there are the same number of officers on the roads per shift and that the 
City has lost nearly $3 million and that the $1.1 does not cover all of the expenses so the City must be 
creative and look at efficiencies with staffing and technology and that is what they are doing. Ms. Mullally 
thanked Council for their support of the Move to Amend issue. 
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• Linda Pagan, 684 Parkside Blvd, also addressed the Sacred Heart Festival youth issues and thanked the 
police department and stated that she hopes the residents and council members respect his 
recommendations. Ms. Pagan addressed issues with the overnight parking ban. 

 
Report of Council Committees: 
Legislative Committee 
Councilman Gelfand reported on Ord. 03-14 regarding the Move to Amend legislation and stated that they are still 
meeting on the issue and will present the legislation for council consideration in the near future. 
 
Committee of the Whole 
Council President Miller reported on last week’s meeting regarding monthly financials and that receipts are ahead of 
expenses and that there will be additional discussions regarding the Audit Committee in September. 
 
Safety Committee 
Councilman Gelfand reported on a meeting with representatives from the Cleveland Heights University Heights 
School District which will be moving the High School to Wiley Middle School for two years beginning in Fall 2015 and 
discussions regarding how the move affects South Euclid and ensuring youth safety and traffic issues. 
 
Introduced by Miller        Resolution 32-14 

RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF APPROPRIATED FUNDS FROM THE “SAFETY FORCES LVEY FUND #410  
(PERSONAL SERVICES)” TO THE “SAFETY FORCES LEVY FUND #410 (OTHER).” SECOND READING.   
 
Action: Motion to Amend Legislation, Moved by Councilman Marty Gelfand, Seconded by Council President David 
Miller. 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Council President Pro Tem Jane Goodman, 
Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Councilman Ed Icove, Council President David Miller. 
Absent: Councilman Moe Romeo 
The Legislation has been amended. 
 
Action: Motion to Approve Legislation, Moved by Councilman Marty Gelfand, Seconded by Councilman Dennis 
Fiorelli. 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Council President Pro Tem Jane Goodman, 
Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Councilman Ed Icove, Council President David Miller. 
Absent: Councilman Moe Romeo 
The Legislation has been approved. 

 
Mayor’s Report: 

• Engineer Blackley: Gave an update on the various road repair and infrastructure projects in the City 
including West Anderson, Ardmore, Laclede and Belvoir. Councilwoman Gray asked about repairs from 
Dominion East Ohio Gas and a letter she and residents received about upcoming repairs. 

• Mayor Welo reported on block parties and upcoming legislation to participate in a regional collaboration to 
look at the region’s deer population find solutions to the issue of overpopulation.  

 
Legislation Requested by the Administration 
 
Introduced by Miller        Resolution 36-14 

RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO EPA TO ACCEPT A FY 2013 
SECTION 319 (h) NONPOINT SOURCE-LAKE ERIE WATERSHED GRANT AWARD FOR THE SOUTH EUCLID 
MUNICIPAL COMPLEX STORMWATER DEMONSTRATION PROJECT: REAR PARKING LOT IN THE CITY OF 
SOUTH EUCLID, OHIO. FIRST READING.   
Action: Motion to Approve Legislation, Moved by Councilwoman Jane Goodman, Seconded by Councilman Dennis 
Fiorelli. 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Council President Pro Tem Jane Goodman, 
Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Councilman Ed Icove, Council President David Miller. 
Absent: Councilman Moe Romeo 
The Legislation has been approved. 

 
Introduced by Miller        Resolution 37-14 

RESOLUTION 
 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY ENGINEER TO PREPARE THE NECESSARY PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, AND 
ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR THE SOUTH EUCLID MUNICIPAL COMPLEX STORMATER DEMONSTRATION 
PROJECT: REAR PARKING LOT IN THE CITY OF SOUTH EUCLID, OHIO. FIRST READING.  
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Action: Motion to Approve Legislation, Moved by Councilwoman Jane Goodman, Seconded by Councilman Dennis 
Fiorelli. 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Council President Pro Tem Jane Goodman, 
Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Councilman Ed Icove, Council President David Miller. 
Absent: Councilman Moe Romeo 
The Legislation has been approved. 

 
Introduced by Miller        Resolution 38-14 

RESOLUTION 
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SOUTH EUCLID APPOINTING & DESIGNATING KEITH 
BENJAMIN AS THE CITY OF SOUTH EUCLID’S LIAISON AND EMPLOYEE REPRESENTATIVE TO THE ONE 
SOUTH EUCLID COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION’S BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR A TWO-YEAR 
TERM EXPIRING AUGUST 1, 2016. FIRST READING.   
Action: Motion to Approve Legislation, Moved by Council President Pro Tem Icove, Seconded by Councilwoman 
Jane Goodman. 
Following discussion, Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Council President Pro Tem Jane Goodman, 
Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Councilman Ed Icove, Council President David Miller. 
Absent: Councilman Moe Romeo 
The Legislation has been approved. 

 
Law Director’s Report 
No report. 

 
Letters & Communications 

• Council President Miller reported on the opening of the South Euclid United Church of Christ at the former 
St. Margaret Mary Church and said the event was fantastic and that the church and Pastor Jenkins will be 
tremendous assets to the community. President Miller also reported that the ARC youth football team is 
back for another season and they are in need of coaches and financial support. 

• Councilman Fiorelli reported that he also attended the South Euclid United Church of Christ Celebration and 
that Pastor Jenkins focused on the word “togetherness” and that by working together we can really make a 
difference. 

• Councilman Gelfand also reported on the SE UCC Church event and reported on the Church history. Mr. 
Gelfand also reported on a street meeting he attended in Cleveland Heights on Blanche Road to discuss 
issues that affect both communities as Blanche dead-ends at the South Euclid side of the Oakwood Park 
area and they are looking at ways of connecting the areas together and a fence for a new preservation area. 
Mr. Gelfand addressed the tragic death in Cleveland Heights of Jim Brennan the owner of Brennan’s Colony 
on Lee Road. 

• Councilwoman Gray reported on the SE UCC celebration and how the church will be an asset to the 
community and the neighborhood. Councilwoman Gray also discussed the issues at the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Festival and applauded Sacred Heart for having the carnival for so long. Ms. Gray cautioned that we 
not to throw the baby out with the bathwater and also marginalize all teenagers into one category as there 
were problems with some youth but not all youth, and that we need to be careful that we don’t lump the 
problems of a couple of youth with the greater youth community and that this is a community issue. 

• Councilwoman Goodman reported on attending the Taste of Tremont festival which featured products sold 
by South Euclid resident Lisa Batista and congratulated Councilman Gelfand for being elected South Euclid 
Ward Leader. Ms. Goodman stated that there were more than just a couple youth causing problems at the 
Festival, but there were a couple hundred kids running through the neighborhoods after they were 
dispersed. Councilwoman Goodman reiterated that it was an unusual circumstance and that the youth were 
not South Euclid youth but came from other communities. 

 
Adjourn to Executive Session for the purposes of discussing pending litigation and personnel issues. 
Action: Motion to Adjourn to Executive Session, Moved by Councilman Marty Gelfand, Seconded by Council 
President Pro Tem Jane Goodman. 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Council President Pro Tem Jane Goodman, 
Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Council President Pro Tem Icove, Council President David Miller. 
Absent: Councilman Moe Romeo 
Council adjourned to Executive Session at 9:34 pm.   
 
Adjourn 
Action: Motion to Adjourn Meeting of City Council, Moved by Council President David Miller, Seconded by 
Councilman Marty Gelfand. 
Vote: Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote (summary: Yes = 6). 
Yes: Councilman Dennis Fiorelli, Councilman Marty Gelfand, Council President Pro Tem Jane Goodman, 
Councilwoman Ruth Gray, Council President Pro Tem Icove, Council President David Miller. 
Absent: Councilman Moe Romeo 
The Meeting Adjourned at 10:07 pm. 
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   __________________ 
   Council President 
Attest: 
 
 
____________________ 
Clerk of Council 
 
 


