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ISSUE 94 Q&A

ISSUE 94 Q&A 
WHY DO WE NEED IT?
Communities like ours have been struggling to overcome the State of 
Ohio’s massive cuts to the local government fund and the estate tax. The 
impact of these cuts has only been made worse by skyrocketing expenses 
and, the 2008 decade-long recession and foreclosure crisis that slammed 
our property values. City leaders have done all they can to protect 
services in spite of theses hits. Up until now it’s worked. They’ve been 
able to avoid a payroll tax issue for over 12 years. They’ve tightened their 
belts, consolidated services and balanced the budget, but unfortunately 
costs keep going up and nothing more can be cut without harming the 
services we depend on.

WHAT HAS THE CITY DONE TO TIGHTEN ITS BUDGET?
City leadership has worked together to overcome the State’s cuts and 
balance the budget. They have reduced the workforce, consolidated 
and regionalized some services, cut operational costs, increase the 
efficiency of all departments and they’ve postponed much-needed 
capital improvements and equipment purchases. They have also been 
working to find new and innovative ways to improve our community in 
order to attract and retain new businesses and residents.

HOW WILL IT BE USED?
Issue 94 provided much needed financial security. Preventing harmful 
cuts and strengthening all of our services. It’s a long-term solution that 
will be used to strengthen our police, fire, EMS, speed-up road repairs, 
expand serious service programs and boost our housing and economic 
development efforts.

WHAT ABOUT THE SAFETY LEVY AND OTHER TAXES?
From state cuts to the recession and foreclosure crisis, South Euclid 
has been forced to overcome some of the most difficult times. In spite 
of it all, the City has been able to avoid a payroll tax increase for over 12 
years. With Issue 94 the city will have the long-term financial security 
it needs to begin phasing out the safety levy and potentially eliminate 
it entirely by 2023.

HOW WILL SENIORS AND THOSE DEPENDENT ON 
RETIREMENT, ALIMONY, DISABILITY, UNEMPLOYMENT 
BENEFITS AND INVESTMENT INCOME BE AFFECTED?
Social Security, pensions, investment earnings, alimony, disability and 
unemployment benefits are not subject to income taxes.

WHAT HAPPENS IF THE MEASURE DOESN’T PASS?
City leaders can place the measure on the ballot, but ultimately its 
voters who have the choice. If issue 94 doesn’t pass the city will not 
have the revenues it needs and will be forced to make tough choices. 
These include reducing the current income tax credit, fees for services 
like trash removal and across the board cuts. These are likely to impact 
safety response times, road repairs, park maintenance, limiting many 
services, and preventing needed improvements to city buildings and 
replacement of aging safety and service vehicles. Additional staff cuts 
will likely need to be made.

For more information, call (216) 381-0400 
or visit www.CityofSouthEuclid.com

A Note from 
    the Mayor...



Dear Resident:

I am honored to serve as your mayor and to work every day to help improve the quality of life for our 

residents. This means making sure that the city services you depend on – our fire, police and EMS 

- as well as road improvements, services for our seniors, and housing and economic development 

initiatives – are working effectively today and in the future.

Finding the funding for these services has been made increasingly difficult in recent years because 

of cuts by the state of Ohio to cities across the state. Small communities like ours with declining 

property tax revenues due to the foreclosure crisis, as well as a limited commercial and industrial 

tax base, have been especially hard hit. As a result, our city’s long-term stability is threatened. 

My Council colleagues and I have worked to reduce expenses, balance the budget and attract 

new economic investments to help strengthen the community’s tax base. We have reduced the 

city workforce, cut operational costs, and eliminated much-needed capital improvements and 

equipment purchases from the budget. However, we don’t believe there is anything left to trim from 

the budget without making reductions to critical services, including our safety forces.

That’s why we have placed Issue 94 – a 0.5% payroll tax - on the November ballot. We need a 

long-term solution. On that will provide the financial stability we need to make long-term plans and 

ensure top-quality services for our residents.

If approved, Issue 94 will generate about $3 million dollars annually to strengthen support for our 

safety forces, speed up road repairs, expand recreation opportunities and programs for seniors; 

undertake initiatives to attract and retain businesses and residents; protect our rainy day fund and 

make long overdue investments to retain and attract residents and businesses.

It is important to note that pensions, social security, disability benefits, unemployment benefits, investment 

earnings and alimony are not subject to city income tax and, therefore, will not be affected.

This is a decision we wish we could avoid. But the future of our community is just too important to 

continue with short-term fixes. That’s why the Council and I joined together to create a longer-term 

solution that will help create the financial security we need to protect and enhance critical city and 

quality-of-life services and protect your investment in our community. Issue 94 will work for all of us 

to keep South Euclid a great place where we can all come together and thrive.

For more information about Issue 94 please visit our homepage at www.cityofsoutheuclid.com and 

please don’t hesitate to email me (mayor@seuclid.com) or call me at 216-381-0400 if you have any 

questions.

Sincerely yours,

Georgine Welo, Mayor




