Tree Commission

7-11-2018 Minutes

Present: Joseph Mehalik, Chair, Debbie Wright, Miriam Plax, Dean Grida, Kessa Turnbull, Tammy
Lease-Novak, Jane Goodman, Lenny Chormanski, Dominic Liberatore

Guest Linda Stamm

Meeting started at 5:35 pm

1. Citizen requests Tree Commission to review the city’s refusal to remove a tree from the tree lawn at
4034 Herold Road. South Euclid.

Property owner believes that the tree lawn tree is causing her yard and basement to flood. She had a lot
of water in her basement after the 4/15/2018 flood. She notes that she has a crack in her basement floor.
Tree roots have been found in her storm sewer. She has been having her storm sewer cleaned every
other year... The Arborist has determined that this is a healthy tree. There is value to the shade that this
tree offers.

Solution: Tree will remain. We discussed having the storm sewer from the T to the house and to the
street cleaned every year. The property owner is responsible for contacting the service department or
to set up the annual cleaning each year or with a provider of her choice. The property owner is also
encouraged to use a copper sulfate treatment annually and to have her gutters cleaned regularly as she
has a heavily treed lot. Dean will talk with the service department about the availability of a discount
for this service.

2. Recap Rock the Block and other possible events

A. Yellow Buckeye Tree raffle at Rock the Block 6/23/2018: 25 entries. 2 winners were chosen at the
meeting. Debbie will deliver the trees. Update 7/24; the trees have been delivered along with planting
instructions and basic information about Yellow buckeye Trees

B. Question: Should we continue participating in Rock the Block? Most agree this is a good outreach?
There is consensus that a better location for the tent would be good. Debbie will call Michael Love,
Economic Director to request placement near Garden Club or One South Euclid or other related city
organization. Update 7/24/2018 Debbie did talk with Micheal Love. There is a chance that Rock the
Block format will be changed. In which case there will be a different set up. But if there is the same set
up Micheal Love will contact Debbie Wright in March and agrees to try and have the Tree Commission
closer to the City and One South Euclid.

We also talked about Harvest Fest: Joe will talk to Sally Martin about participating is this on 9/8/2018
11am to 3pm.

No decision was made about the City Hall open house 7/28/2018, we probably won’t have a tent by
then, so we will not participate.

C. It was agreed that we would buy a tent with city logo, and a table/chairs for presentations and
events. Jane recommended using an umbrella type Standard pro style. We have $10,000 in the tree
account, Jane has a PDF of the city logo for the tent. Joe will look into the pricing and the purchase of
the tent and table/chairs. Tammy will be able to store the /tent between use. Joe will let the group know
when the purchase is made.

3. Appeals Process reviewed: This is the process to use if a citizen objects to the city arborist’s ruling
on a city owned Tree Lawn tree



A. City arborist will provide an “Appeals Form” to the citizen.

B The citizen will fill out the form and give it to the Building Department along with a $25 dollar non-
refundable fee. The $25 fee will go to the designated tree fund. The paper work will go back to the city
arborist who will provide the Tree Commission with a copy or summary of the paperwork including the
Arborist’s ruling and Citizen’s appeal.

C. The citizen will present their appeal at the next regularly scheduled Tree Commission meeting,
where a final ruling will be determined by the Tree Commission

* Action still needed:

Lenny needs to formalize the final edit of the appeal form. Lenny will send out a pdf of this form to the
Tree Commission members when it is finalized. Dean and the building Department will have access to
this form so they can print it out if a citizen wants to make an appeal.

Lenny will talk to Building Department commissioner Eric Tuck-Macalla to confirm and formalized
the handling of the $25 fee and this process

4. Veteran Day Tree planting event Sunday 11/11/2018 2 pm (time TBD)

Joe and Debbie will be coordinating this event. Tree to be planted to replace the Ash needs to be
chosen

Jane will invite Lauren Lanphear, Forest City Tree to the next meeting. He donated the deceased tree
and would like to stay involved.

5. Tree Inventory:

The Tree Commission as per its mission has offered help with the city’s tree inventory: actual help
surveying the trees, or helping to pay for an inventory. It was not determined what sort of help is
needed at this time. Discussion tabled for now.

6. Other

* Application for community Trees give away on 10/14 was made by Jane: she hasn’t heard back yet
*Question about trees removed from Berger and Bexley Park, it has not been decided if they will be
replaced. It is possible that a citizen could pay to have a tree replacement expedited. Or a citizen could
plant their own tree after getting permission from the city arborist.

* Do we need an additional handout that gives information about replacement tree? Action for
formalized on this question

*C the contact person .. Who will talk with him? TBD?

Next Meeting 9/12/2018 5:30 at the Community Center (Note Location Change)
Confirm Veterans Day Tree Planting plans 11/11/2018

Tree Inventory/Assessment plan

Tent will have been purchase: use and care of tent reviewed

Meeting adjourned 7:15 pm
Minutes submitted by: Debbie Wright



