
How To Recycle in Cuyahoga County: Back to the Basics 
  
 
July 30, 2019 – Cleveland, Ohio – Recycling contamination is at issue across the 
nation and world, but is also a major problem here in Cuyahoga County. Many local and 
national media outlets are reporting on how we’ve been affected by China’s new 
environmental policies and the best ways to recycle properly. 
  
Recycling contamination happens when well-intended recyclers mistakenly put the 
wrong items into their recycling. It can wreak havoc on the recycling process in 
Cuyahoga County and throughout the world. 
  
Here in Cuyahoga County, the best way to avoid recycling contamination in your 
curbside recycling is to recycle only these five core items: 
  

• CANS: Empty and rinse. 
  

• CARTONS: Empty and rinse. Replace the cap -- it’s too small to be recycled by 
itself! 

  
• GLASS BOTTLES & JARS: Empty and rinse. 

  
• PAPER & BOXES: Flatten cardboard items, like cereal boxes, to save space. 

  
• PLASTIC BOTTLES & JUGS: Empty and rinse. Replace the cap. 

  
Place these items loose – not bagged – in your recycling bin or cart. All items should be 
empty, clean and dry. Plastic bottles and jugs includes items with an opening or neck 
that is narrower than the body.  
  
Learn more about recycling best practices 
at www.cuyahogarecycles.org/how_to_recycle 
  
 
About The Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District 
The Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District is the public agency helping the people of 
Cuyahoga County reduce, reuse and recycle at home, at work and in their communities. 
We serve as the leading resource in the County for information, expertise and programs 
that support sustainable materials management and reduce the environmental impact of 
waste. Visit www.CuyahogaRecycles.org or call 216.443.3749 to learn how to recycle in 
your community and discover other recycling and disposal options. 

  
END 

  
For more information contact Cristie Snyder at 216.443.3707 

or csnyder@cuyahogacounty.us 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcuyahogarecycles.org%2fcans&c=E,1,xGk7lgo2MScqBlSaEOXptimfwS-z6c7AZvaqByUJhgKtfEHdJkhi6diIkEZIiGfZiLTBsk9dGsIRLKrdWd2lo0WzC02f-09cDL54EYjPRXDQ&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcuyahogarecycles.org%2fcartons&c=E,1,igkge-r3zIv9w2_XRLiGnj94ncmxQ5KD51DBjxdWp78XATWgKrt-aU__SYPFXib3tfFdF6-2MohMEd5sRt0fR7pjIoYlcG-WYFGM1iNhfLkR5Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcuyahogarecycles.org%2fglass&c=E,1,3P1e11ahwWdTr6dEbJuRUmDlC9vZd6FjThsVXRbvWy6LhhVweqicFMhAE1b95pFUGsEnL1UWd7LT185KVHCCmSevN3jVQfXpwWrTW458xXbm8AiNecHNrqPO&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcuyahogarecycles.org%2fpaper_and_boxes&c=E,1,nSUXGkENFslhPu5-LHlIyPlx41wUlt-xFIz2Rjx3kjLH3D7KkjaFonN-08lAwH0AdcKJ_so7Pb4mcpMXqhYpdIYAEENIyqxD8IBpsMS9FX0N4fEeAcCM00qR&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcuyahogarecycles.org%2fplastic_bottles&c=E,1,_dRjEB5Zkomh5tOSJXcIwVpSTy63ZXbsz39IpthHhELtTecge-YPHyWNlYMaAr9J495q73bwsIhhkWI8mLyVZpm3TJTfPm0LKiuS7Mqm8Q,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cuyahogarecycles.org%2fhow_to_recycle&c=E,1,eJI3zdovkkoqFS7mecQYze-XzCcW6h3X9tbliYaol4LzNEsSRGMxJuFZXsGybaxaGgUNcX3XliBMCUiYsh9dMbST7L4s3NoWcKaNU3T5RJ4E8OfaRA,,&typo=1
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.CuyahogaRecycles.org&c=E,1,vAoqZivl6AbUriIjaTry-x0pIweRokmVSUQHjIZ0EpBn43WLfbysg_3IZXBYrX_dhXLLTYwGr0qNIhMKywXISSdfgBya-48rbyuzI8yZzJ19AkK0D3-tICW8_DSX&typo=1
mailto:csnyder@cuyahogacounty.us


  
  
--- 
  
Cristie Snyder, Programs & Communications 
csnyder@cuyahogacounty.us 
Direct: 216.443.3707 
Mobile: 216.701.0149 
  
CUYAHOGA COUNTY SOLID WASTE DISTRICT 
4750 East 131 Street, Garfield Heights, OH 44105 
Main: 216.443.3749 
CuyahogaRecycles.org 
 

mailto:csnyder@cuyahogacounty.us
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.cuyahogarecycles.org%2f&c=E,1,EKHJqxtOwb5Abf3P5Dz9z9dsFdelRweDAve-3F61ddm3Zkb875Ce7-f_HRbXy7zCyGqzCCKSMX6pdoM4_vN0gM1-M2C5uVOxD7Bu66Zl1misBv-mL-uQ1g,,&typo=1

